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Napa Valley 61 and RPO 56 near Calistoga, 1937, W.C. Whittaker 
NAPA VALLEY 2:00 TE 





The San Francisco & Napa Valley Electric Railway which operated 
from Vallejo where- connections were made with steamer service 
from San Francisco, to Calistoga at the upper end of the Napa 
Valley ended passenger service in 1938, electric freight in 1942 
but still operates diesel service to Mare Island. For ‘ae story 
of the connecting steamers see Issue 126, March, 1950. 
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B.& N.V. motor #1 and work train - Bert Ward collection 
B.& N.V. interurban #6 at Napa - Bert Ward collection 
B.& N.V. interurban #7 builder's photo from Neuberger 
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THE NAPA VALLEY ELECTRIC 


1901 


1902 


1903 


1904 
1905 


Dec. 3 
Apr. 24 


Dec. 3 


July 16 
May 29 
June 21 
July 2 
July 4 
July 20 
Aug. 7 
June 6 


Oct. 12 


Aug. 23 
Jan. 1 


Feb, 28 
Nov, 10 
Jan. 

Sept. 2 


June 19 


J. W. and H..F. Hartzel apply for original franchise 
for an electric interurban line in the Napa valley. 
Francise granted 

Vallejo, Benicia & Napa Valley RR incorporated. 
Grading of roadbed commenced between Vallejo and 
Napa as first section of railway intended to extend 
into Lake County. 

Grading of first section completed; Vailejo-Napa 
Motor #1,-first piece of rolling stock, arrives. 
Cars 2, 6, 7 and 8 arrive 

First trial passenger trip using car #7. 

Official opening between Vallejo and Napa Station. 
Freight service started, 

Passenger cars operated to Napa northerly city limits. 
San Francisco, Vallejo & Napa Valley RR incorporated 
to extend railway up the Napa Valley. 

Grading of St Helena extension commenced, 

Niles cars 40 to 46 and 100 placed in service. 
Trains operated as far as Veterans' Home, Yountville 
First train service to St Helena. 

Niles cars 50 and 51 placed in service. 

VB&NV RR absorbed by SFV&NV RR 

San Francisco, Napa & Calistoga Ry takes over SFV&NV 
Construction of Calistoga extension commenced. 

First train service to Calistoga. 

Vallejo Northern excavates cut through Vallejo for 
proposed line to Sacramento. 

Niles trailers 52 and 53 placed in service. 

Wreck near Vallejo. 1°3 casualties, 

Raiiway's banner year. Every passenger car earned 
$25,000. 478 commutes between Napa and Mare Island 
sold in one month. 6310 passengers carried in one 
day. 

Car 60, purchased from Pacific Electric Ry. 

Mare Island freight line placed in operation, 

Car 61 purchased from Pacific Electric. 

Track across Vallejo marsh straightened to facil- 
itate freight operations. 

Locomotive #99 built in Napa Shops. 

Vallejo street operation on Sonoma and Georgia Sts. 
abandoned in favor of former Vallejo Northern cut. 
Commenced bus subsidiary--Napa Valley Bus Co, 

Street operation through Napa abandoned and cars 
rerouted on S.P. tracks around city due to high 
cost of strengthening Francis bridge. 

Fire destroys car barn and power hause at Napa. 
Cars 40, 51 and 60 total loss. Railway operations 
cease; schedules covered by Napa Valley Bus Co. 


Electric train service restored as far as St Ilelena, 
Train service restored to Calistoga. 

62 and 63 placed in service replacing cars lost in 
car barn fire. 

SF,N&C Ry goes into receivership, Clyde E. Brown 
receiver, 

San Francisco & Napa Valley R.R. takes over pro- 
perties of SFN&C Ry. 

Southern Pacific-Golden Gate Ferries discontinue 
steamer connection between San Francisco and Vall- 
ejo cutting off through connections, 

Last scheduled passenger train and RPO run, 
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centinued pace five 
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40 and train at Napa Station - Bert Ward collection 


40-41-42 and 100 arriving at Napa, 


1906. Art Lioyd 
42 at Napa Station - Bert Ward collection. 
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CHRONO 
1938 F 


1942 F 


1943 
1946 
1947 
1949 


o_ @.. i 


ROSTI 


No. 


45 <¢ 
46] 
47 
48 
49 
50 


51 
52 
53 
55 
56 


60 


CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THE NAPA VALLEY ELECTRIC 


1938 Feb. 13 Last passenger operation. Farewell excursion Elect- 
ric Railway Historical Society of California betw- 
een Vallejo and Napa. 

Line torn up between Napa and Calistoga; Napa- 
Mare Island line retained for freight operation, 

1942 Feb. Electric operations on Mare Island discontinued at 

request of Navy as interferred-with overhead cranes, 

March steam engines leased from S.P., W.P. and Amador 

Central awaiting arrival of diesel switchers, 


"a 


April Line between Napa and Napa Junction torn up. 
July Diesels 30 and 40 delivered; steam engines returned. 
Nov. Locomotive 99 makes last trip between Flosden and 


Napa Junction transfer; remaining electric operat- 
ions ended and power house at Napa sold. 
1943 March Diesel #50 delivered. 


1946 June Trailer 53 sold to Bay Area Electric railfans. 
1947 Jan. Diesel 40 sold to Sacramento Northern. 
1949 General Office at Napa moved to Napa Junction, 


ROSTER OF ROLLING STOCK OF THE NAPA VALLEY ELECTRIC 
No. Type Builder Date 


1 Motorized American 1905 Rebuilt 1922; renumbered 98 
a Flat Car Co. 


5 62 Baggage Renumbered 101 in 1907 











motor scrapped after 1938. 
6 Passenger ™ : Rebuilt about 1916; renumbered 
Motor 49; dismantled 1937 
7 wa ” Rebuilt about 1916; renumbered 
P 47; dismantled 1938. 
8 . 2 rebuilt into trailer about 1916 
renumbered 48; dismantled 1938. 
9 Passenger Unknown Bought from Cliff House steam 
+10 Trailers railroad 1906; dismantled 1920, 
40 Passenger Niles 1906 Rebuilt in 1913 as combination 
Motor Car Co, Destroyed in carbarn fire, 1932 
41 6 ie '" Destroyed in wreck, 1913. 
42 ? "Rebuilt in 1913 as combination 
Burned at Flosden about 1942, 
43 Passenger 7 "Rebuilt as combination motor 
Trailer about 1913. 
44 ” = "Rebuilt as combination motor 
about 1913; retired and partly 
in dismantied in 1933. 
45 Combination is * "Wrecked 1929 at Flosden 
46 Motors ys "Ran on Farewell Trip. 
47 see #7 above 
48 see #8 above 
49 see #6 above 
50 Passenger Niles 1909 Wrecked in 1913 and rebuilt as a 
Motor Car Co. trailer 
51 ” ° ” Burned in carbarn fire, 1932. 
52 Passenger ig 1913 sold Weyerhauscr Timber Co. #705 
53. Trailers ss ” sold Bay Area Electric RR Assn. 
55 Mail & McKeen acquired from S.P, ex-MeKeen Motor 
Express trailer. Sold for junk 1938, 
Trailer 
56 =R.P.O. J. G. Brill 1929 sold Huntington & Broadtop RR 
Trailer (n.g. Penn. steam line) wrecked. 
bection 60 CombinationMoran 1910 Originally Visalia Electric 103;° 
Liovd Motor Shipbuild- later Pacific Electric 1364; pur. 
: ing Co, 1919; destroyed in carbarn fire 
1932 continued pare seven 
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Napa Station with S.F.& N.V. 42 


Napa Valley 43 at Vallejo on Farewell excursion 
Napa Valley 44 in the Napa yard in 1937 - FAG 
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- Ken Kidder collection 


2/13/38 - FAG 
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Passenger ‘foran 1910 originally Visalia Electric 203; 
Motor Shipbui ld- later Pacific Electric 1045; pur. 
ing Co, 1921; converted to trailer 1922; 
rebuilt as combination motor after 
1932 fire. Off wheels at Napa Jct. 
62 Combination St Louis 1933 now Weyerhauser Timber Co. #706 
Motor see issue 78 at Bly, Oregon 
w 


" ” 


63 Now Pacific Lumber Company at 
Yager Creek near Eurcka, Calif. 
98 rebuilt ffom #1 in 1922. Scr. '42. 
99 Freight Co. Shops 1922 Motors and auxiliary gear taken 
Locomotive from #61 solid 1942 to Mutual 
Engineering, South San Francisco. 
190 Baggage & Niles 1907 Rebuilt 1922 to mail and express 
Express Car Co. trailer #500. scrapped about 1942, 
Motor 
100 ga Maguire 1922 bought to-replace original #100; 
Cummings sold 1942, now Pacific Lumber Co. 
at Yauger Creek near Eurcka, Cal. 
101 see #2 above 
500 see original #100. 
30 Diesel General 1942 still in active service 
Electric Electric 
Switcher 
40 " ia sold Sacramento Northern #141 


in January, 1947 
50 . ” - still in active service. 


OTHER ROLLING STOCK 


601 Bunk car convert from box car, Purchased second- 
502 to 514 - Box cars hand from Santa Fe 
600 to 607 - Flat Cars and Roma Wine Co, 


603 Tower car converted from flat car 
T-1 Weed-killer tank car 


Key Route Trailer 533 was leased by the Napa Valley in 1917 and 
1918 for the Mare Island commuter service, 


During the early part of 1942 steam engines were leased to haul 
Mare Island freight pending arrival of the diesels. T ey were 
Southern Pacific 1677,°2-6-0, Amador Central #6, 2-6-2 and West- 
ern Pacific 122, 4-6-0. 


During the early part of World War II the Mare Island freight 
service was quite a problem, The electric locomotives could only 
haul ten cars per trip and even the combination motor 62 was used 
in freight service. The steam engines were a big help since they 
hauled 50 cars per trip. 
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Valley 45 at Vallejo prior to 1929. - Barney Neuberger 
Valley 46 at Vallejo on Farewell excursion 2/13/38, FAG 
Valley 47 at Napa yard in 1937. FAG 
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| San Francisco « Napa Valley Railroad (Electric) 
: Napa Valley Bus Gompany 
and Southern Pacific Golden Gate Ferries, Ltd. 
: Effective MARCH 24, 1937 
OFFICES Telephone Donets 3358 
SAR FRANOISOO- S. P. G. G. Ferries, Ltd., (Monticello Line) North End Ferry Bldg., Clay St. Wharf - ( tall Local 2921 
VALLEJO RAPA ST. HELENA CALISTOGA 
Telephone Vallejo 14 Telephone 19 Telephone 48 Telephone 20M 
SOUTH BOUND - Read Down 
51 5 53-7 11 | 55-15 71 Hl . 
STATIONS a | ie Lae Loe Pe pag.| Connections and through tickets 
<i Pe eS RE E ary Le mage ge . - 
"lan ; e County, East Bay an 
‘ CALISTOGA ~~ Lv, 540 8 15 200 4 3s 7 25}... 9 00) Sacramento alley points, sub- 
f York : 5 52) 8 213 44 7 38) ~g-ga| ject to Stage Lines operating 
. s ST. HELENA Lv] 6 8 220 455) 7 45 9 30! Schedule 
b s Rutherford 6 09} 8 225 50 753, | 9 42 ‘ 
f Oakville 6 13) 8 482 2 33) 5 08) 7 57] 9 47 We carry 
J f Yountville 6 20) 8 555 2 40) 5 15) 8 03) 9 55) ‘ : 
eee s Veterans’ Home 6 21) 8 565 2 41) 5 16 8 04, U.S. Mail, Freight, Baggage 
f Trubody 6 23] 9 O00} 2 43) 5 19 Railway Express Agency. 
f Oak Knoll 6 25) 9 03> 2 45 5 22) 8 09) 5 
f Salvador 6 27] 9 05) 2 47) 5 24) ; Our service is dedicated to your 
: — Nec Main Gc 6 30 : : . . a 8 15 10 14) necessity and convenience. Your 
Napa, No ain i Daity | = ‘ = 
s NAPA STATION 6 43) 9 2023 05 5 40), 8 25). is Gey POtrennge will help us bequovel. 
s State Hospital 4 2 3 1 = 8 30) : . 
: 6 48} 9 30 3.159 5 50% 8 35,” te mrp word trip tick. 
f Napa Junction 6 55) 9 40 3 5 595 8 43 ne ee - 
1% f Flosden ; 7 00; 9 45¢ 3 6 O55 8 47) iv. Information gladly furnished 
ee | > VALLEJO Ar| 7 10} 9 555 3 40 6 15 8 57) 11 30 11 15 aaek 
. . san ———— gents 
scape vel SAN FRANCISCO ... Ar] 9 00] 11.451 5 301 8 15] 10 45] 1 15 5 30) 
Biceaticrion am am pm pm pm a.m. pm 
rans J NORTH BOUND - Read Down 
ed 7 | | 0 | 120] 1056 70 EXPRESS SERVICE AT 
nn STATIONS Dalty Bete | Bale | Baty u 
ee ee FREIGHT RATES 
=. p= | os | pe | oe pa 
SAN FRANCISCO Ly] 7 3 45] 6 30] 9 ll . , 
VALLEJO... Lv] 9 5 35fg 8 20 10 50) 1 15. Com _ Between the Suns Service 
f Flosden 9 35 5 45/5 8 30) 11 00) Ar Freight delivered at San Fran- 
f Napa Junction 9 5 50}, 8 35) 11 05) ~ 6 20) cisco as late as 8:30 p. m., daily 
f Soscol 9 6 00} 8 45) 11 15). my _.| exeept Sundays and holidays to 
8 State Hospital 9 6 05% 8 50] 11 20) : | S.P. G. G. Ferries, Ltd. (Monti- 
8s NAPA STATION ; 10 6 10)” 8 55) 11 25) : 7 00} cello Line) will be ready for de- 
f Napa, North Main St. 10 6 12 pm 7% livery at all Napa Valley agen- 
f Union ch 10 1 624 908 | __| 7 15) cies including Na a, St. Helen 
f Salvador aa | J i. = So eae ee and Calistoga early next morn- 
: a 10 : : i ; : es ie. ing. 
tubody ae S z< une : 
ome a Velacsa Sauae “1 102 ca ean . 80 t seoeesees For Freight service see schedule 
f Yountville oceanic SUM 6 362 9 15] ZC “|e gq 70 North, schedule 71 South. 
f Oakville eee; 6 43}2 9 22) = = 7 38 . 
s Rutherford 10 3 6 47]; 9 28) * 7 43 Freight from and delivered to 
y § ST.HELENA .. Ar] 10 4 6 55) 9 3 8 00, Lake County Carriers at Calis- 
f York ith 10 51 7 01) 9 42)" 8 19 18a. 
CALISTOGA ... Ar] 11 0 715) 9 55 8 30| Your patronage is appreciated. 
an pm. p.m. an 
NOTE: S—STOP F—FLAG 
Passenger traffic co-ordinated between Railway and Na pa Valley Bus Company as indicated in above Schedule. 
Buses run through Napa via Third and Jefferson Streets, except No. 55 Leaves from Napa Station and No. 56 runs to Napa Station only. 
et ee pe tl Lieu of Bus Schedules CLYDE E. BROWN, General Manager 
; History and Roster taken fromElectric Railway Historical 
Society of California publication issued on Farewell Trip, 
February 13, 1938 Originally compiled by James E. Beard from data 
furnished through courtesy of the company, the Napa Journal and 
the St Helena Star. Material brought up to date by Western Rail- 
rger roader staff with the cooperation and-assistance of Arthur Lloyd, 
. FAG Jr., Ira Swett, Editor of Interurbans,. 
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Napa Valley 48 at Napa yard in 1937, FAG 
Napa Valley 49 at Napa about 1936 - Charles Smallwood 
S.F.N.& C. 50 on first train into Calistoga 9/2/12 - Art. Lloyd 


The Western Railroader @ Page Ten 














S.F.N.& C. 51 prior to 1932 - Company photo via Bert Ward 
Napa Valley 52 at Vallejo on Farewell excursion 2/13/38. FAG 
Napa Valley 53 at Napa 6/18/39. FAG 
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Napa Valley 60 between 1922 and 1932. Bert Ward collection 
Napa Valley 61 as trailer between 1922 and 1932--see cover for 
view as combination motor. company photo via Bert Ward. 

Napa Valley 62 at Vallejo wharf in 1937. W. C. Whittaker 
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Napa Valley train (62 & 53) crossing Napa River at Napa, 1937 
Napa Valley trains passing at Oakville siding, 1937. Motor 62 
passing motor 61. Both photos by W. C. Whittaker 

Napa Valley 63 at Napa Junction 6/1/41. FAG 
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Napa Valley's origina] 100 at Napa; later baggage trailer 500 Na 
Napa Valley 100 on train 71 at Napa 3/29/37 - T. G. Wurm Na 





Napa Valley 101 at Napa yard 6/18/39 - FAG 
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Navy Yard Freight locomotive 99 at Napa 3/11/41 - T. G. Wurm 
Navy Yard Freight 40 at Lowell 8/4/45 - Arthur Lloyd 
Navy Yard Freight 30 and 50 in 1942 - Arthur Lloyd. 
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Issue 160 NEWS Feb. 1953 





S.P. ORDERS 25 CHAIR CARS The S.P. announced on 








Feb. 12th an order of 
25 new coaches. Some cars will have leg rests for 
overnight trave; others will have the 5-foot wind- 
ows such as are used on the Shasta Daylight cars. 


S.N. TO SELL AMERICAN RIVER BRIDGE The City of 
North Sacra- 
mento is negotiating for the purchase of Secramento 
Northern's American River bridge to carry a new 
outfall sewer line. The S.N. plans to revamp its 
Haggin switch yard and use the Western Pacific 
bridge. This move probably will mean the end of 
electric switching in the area including the third- 
rail line to Swanston. 





Wo.P, 9 BEING RESTORED New tubes and other work 











costing upward of $5000 

is now underway on Western Pacific 94, 4-6-0, to 
restore it to serviceable condition. It will be 
used 3/3 during W.P.'s 50th Anniversary observance 
to haul a Directors Special from Oakland to Sacra- 
mento. <== Western Pacific engines 41, 163, 
208, 303, 301 and 328 have been sold to Purdy for 
scrap. Engines 481, 484 and 485 have been sold 

to the Southern Pacific for parts for S.P.'s 4400's, 


NOR-CAL MEETING: THURSDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 19TH 














PROPOSED EXCURSIONS FOR 1953 








FEB 22 BAERA Pacific Electric trip to the Beach Citie; Eel 
using a PCC car. Fare $6.00 from Vic Du Brutz, has 
314 - 15th St., Oaklend 12, Calif. or. t 
FEB 23 CNRHS S.P. narrow gauge party trip; bus connect- ific 
ion from Mojave $11,00--limited number, contact leas 
arthur Lloyd, 3533 Pasadena, San Mateo, Calif, we.sk 
MAR 14-15 PAC RR SOCIETY (L.A.) S.P.-Trona RR trip. Fary ther 
$12 coach; $21.50 lower. Write: Box 5279, Metrop Kort 
politan Station, Los Angeles 55, Calif. Rive 
MaR 29 CNRHS S.P. trip Oaklam to Pacific Grove. 5000 port 
class to Watsonville Jct; 2315 on branch. Write lost 





Arthur Lloyd above. WEY o 
APR 12 BAERA S.N. trip covering remaining electric 
trackage in Sacramento. Write: Vic Du Brutz. REDW 





APR 25-26 joint R&LHS-CNRHS trip via W.P. and Feather 
River RR. Overnight in Oroville (birney 62 to vice 


run on SN in Oroville). Write: Arthur Lloyd reil 
MAY 9-10 NOR-CAL party trip on McCloud River RR freight Rive 
train to Pondosa. me ke 


MAY 24 R&LHS trip over N.W.P. and Cal Western to Grove f heve 
--one day trip with steam on N,W.P. 

MAY 30 BAERA trip covering all remaining electric track— BAME 
south of Lisbon Trestle. 

JUN 19-21 "RAILROAD DAYS" in Dunsmuir, Joint R&LHS-CNRESB 3¢1, 
trip covering event and side trip over Long Bell— scra 

JUL 19 BAERA trip covering all remaining cable lines. the 


AUG 2 Annual Joint Picnic Train to Big Trees cone 
AUG 16 NOR-CAL party trip over Camino, Placerville & L.g™ 351, 
SEP 20 BAERA trip via S.N. and Tidewater Southern to ion 

Hilmear. BAERA cars and W.P. 9. open 


ocT 4  R&IHS annual "Sonora Express" over Sierra R.R. much 
OCT 18 CNRHS fall trip to be announced. 
NOV 1 BAERA Key System excursion do un 


Planned, but without definate date: Nor-Cal'‘s W.P. sey 
SeN- Budd car trip to Woodlend; Nor-Cal & Central Coast J 495, 
S.P. switching limits tour in S.F.; BAERA S.F. Muni trip§ 
BAERA "Farewell to Portland, Oregon". ‘TARR 


INTERURBaNS’ P.E. ROSTER REISSUED Ira Swett's Pacificf 
Electric roster hes§ Viel 

been reissued. $2.50 complete. Write: 1414 S. Westmore- J 3e::y 
land, Los Angeles 6, Calif. Very, Very Good. R 
at K 
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STORM DAMAGE IN REDWOOD EMPIRE NWP 184, 4-6-0, 





was lost in the 
Eel River 1/17 by a slide at Scotia Bluffs. It 
has been taken out in pieces. Yager Creek bridge 
or. the N.W.P. was lost and will be replaced. Pac- 
ific Lumber's Yager Creek line washed out in at 
least three places. Arcata & Mad River RR had 3 
we.shouts and may have to replace one bridge. Nor- 
thern Redwood Lumber lost its first bridge east o:? 
Korbel. Hammond Lumber Co. lost part of its Mad 
River bridge. The former Dolbeer & Carson "Buck3- 
pert & Elk River RR" now owned by Pacific Lumber 
lost a bridge, but the line is being torm up any- 
wey. <-> Billi Dessert 


REDWOOD EMPIRE NOTES Cal Western steam engine 1} 





was used in passenger ser- 
vice due to flood waters that prevented diesel or 
reil car operations, The running gear from Elk 
River Mill & Lumber heisler #3 is being used to 


make a home-made diesel for Mutual Plywood at Faix- 
he ven ° 


BAMBERGER ELECTRIC SCRAPPING Bamberger 401, 402 
HOW, 40S, 406, 436, 
3C1, 302, 303, 323, 324 and 326 were burned and 
scrapped at Kaysville and the freight motors and 
the streamlined cars may also go as no buyers have 
cone forth. Bamberger has retained cars 322, 350, 
351, 352, 353, 354, 355 and 334 for trailer operat- 
ion behind a diesel on heavy Lagoon days. Lagoon 
opens May 2nd so we will know soon after just how 
much rail passenger service will be operated. 

The second track has been removed--the north- 
bound track in most cases. The pole line on the 
west side has been removed along with the overhead. 
sar 403 has been saved by Julian Bemberger for a 
2ssible museum piece, but is in very poor shape. 

-- Fred Fellow 
NARROW GUAGE NOTES S.P. 8 and 9 are in service; 
18 is in the shops at Bakers- 
Sield. Baggage car 12 is being fixed up for cabocse 
3e7vice. -- Bill Williams 
Rio Grande Southern business car "Edna" is now 
at Knott's Berry Farm, Buena Park, Calif. 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAILROAD CLUB 





All railfans are invited to visit 


the "Third Thursday" meeting, FEB. 19 7 oe : SRFAT: y Ll *RARY 

at the Railroadians' diner just south BAS ENGL WBixi 3 BLD ie 

of S.P. 3rd & Townsend Depot, San Fran- UviveRSITY OF MICHIGAN 
AN. HARBOR, MICHIGAN 


cisco. This month a slide projector 
will be available for showings by members 
and guests. -=- See you at eight. 


